lature to interdict all slaughter-houses in towns. It is not right or proper to suffer the gutters of our towns to run with gore, and animals to be put to death in the vicinity of, nay, in the very shops where their flesh is sold.
Persons should be licensed to slay animals properly. It ought not to be tolerated that every incompetent or half-competent fellow should flesh his gory axe or prentice-hand without proper control and direction, at the cost of the suffering brutes whose frames we allow ourselves to appropriate for the better sustentation of our own.
Some short time ago the humanity of the public was shocked at the accounts published of vivisections. But all the horrors, real or alleged, of vivisection sink into nothingness contrasted with those of the slaughter-houses which abound all over the land. A sort of india-rubber hood or bag could otherwise be adjusted to the creature's head, and when so adjusted the gas might be led on by a treadle pressed by the operator's foot. The instant the gas should surround the respiratory outlets, the animal's consciousness would cease. In order to prevent reanimation the creature would have to be left a few minutes untouched, after which the butcher might resume his functions. In the name of universal humanity, and for the sake of the beings who share this world along with us, let this humane and painless procedure receive the attentive consideration to which the great importance of the subject so well entitles it.
Belfast, llth October 1864.:
